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TO  THE  CHAIRim  AHD  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BLACK3URH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUIICIL 


MR  CHAIRMMHT  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1952.  Nothing  outstanding  is  to  he  noted  for  the  year. 

The  rather  large  number  of  cases  of  Dysentery  that  occurred 
was  in  a hospital  for  the  mentally  defective,  a type  of 
community  peculiarly  liable  for  many  reasons  to  such  incidents. 
There  was  no  spread  to  the  general  population.  In  Mr  White's 
report  I am  particularly  impressed  by  the  steady  unspectacular 
but  solid  progress  that  has  been  made,  for  exs.mple  in  public 
cleansing  and  refuse  disposal,  both  matters  of  great  health 
importance.  There  too  one  reads  of  improvements  in  school 
sanitation,  and  schemes  for  improved  sewerage.  Routine  sampling, 
routine  supervision,  routine  visits.  One  sometimes  thinks 
of  "routine"  ns  a dull  word,  but  it  is  this  steady  quiet  routine 
work  that  does  so  much  to  safeguard  and  improve  the  public 
health.  OnCe  again  I thank  the  Clerk  and  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  thoir  pleasant  co-oporation  and-  ke-on  interest 
and  yourself  Mr  Chairman  and"  the  Committee  for  your  kindly 
interest  in  the  department  throughout  the  year.  ' 


Yours ’obediently 


R.  C.  WEBSTER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Hea-lth. 


2 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 


THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres ...  ...  ... 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April  1952)..  ... 

Estimated  Product  of  Id  Rate  ...  ... 

Population,  Census  1951  

Resident  Population  mid-1952 

(Registrar-General's  Estimate),  ... 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population. 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population. 


...  19,472 

. . . £83,616 

. . . £329 

...  13,245 


...  15,430 
11.1 
11.8 


Blaokburn  Rural  District  lies  to  the  North,  West  and  South  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Blackburn  and  its  population  of  13,430  live  in  two 
different  types  of  community.  The  large  parishes  adjacent  to  Blackburn 
are  urban  in  character,  although  each  still  retains  its  separate  community 
life.  The  rest  of  the  area  is  dotted  \7ith  small  villages  truly  rural  in 
type.  Most  of  the  area  lies  in  the  Ribble  Valley  and  is  given  over  to 
pasture-  and  meadowland. 

The  Ordnance  Datum  varies  from  I5O  to  1,050. 

The  chief  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  are  agriculture,  cotton 
weaving  and  spinning,  paper  making  and  glazed  brickmaking. 

The  lifting  of  licences  on  the  building  of  houses  by  private 
enterprise  v/ill  result  in  a grovfing  tendency  of  town  dwellers  to  move 
into  the  rural  area. 

Vital  Statistics 


There  were  155  live  births  and  2 still  births  registered  during 
1952  and  151  deaths  from  all  causes.  The  birthrate  has  decreased  from 
13.8  to  11.8  per  thousand  population  and  is  well  belov/  the  rate  for 
England  and  V/alos  (I5.5)*  fko  deathrate  has  decreased  from  12.5  to  ll.,l 
per  thousand  population  and  compares  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Y;hich  is  11. 3. 

The  main  causes  of  death  were  heart  disease,  cancer  a,nd  vascular 
disease  of  the  nervous  system.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  66/3  of  all 
deaths  took  place  at  the  age  of  65  and  over,  38^'  at  75  or  over  and  dfo 
at  85  or  over. 

Infectious  Disease 

There  were  277  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year 
the  largest  number  were  of  Dysentery  (institutional  outbreak  of  I34  cases) 
Measles  (79)  and  Scarlet  Fever  (24).  Only  7 cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were 
notified.  9 oases  of  Infectious  Disoase  v/ere  removed  to  hospital. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

Scarlet  Fever'  was  chiefly  a disease  of  school  life,  most  of  the  cases 
securing  between  the  ages  of  5 and  I5.  All  cases  v;ere  mild  in  type  and 
there  were  no  deaths. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


There  were  21  new  cases  notified  in  1952  compared  with  12  in  1951,  14 
of  these  were  pulmunary  in  type,  7 of  them  being  m-ale  patients.  There 
Yirere  3 deaths  in  1952  compared  Virith  none  in  1951.  At  the  end  of  December 
there  wore  60  cases  on  the  register,  an  increase  of  2 since  the  end  of  1951 
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Housing 


It  will  He  seen  from  the  figures  given  in  the  table  of  statistics 
that  there  is  still  a long  waiting  list  for  houses.  The  figure  now 
stands  at  540  and  the  number  of  applications  made  each  year  exceeds  the 
rate  of  now  houses  built  during  the  year.  It  must  be  pointed  out 
that  many  of  these  applicants  are  resident  in  neighbouring  towns  'and 
a-lso  have  their  names  on  the  waiting  lists  in  their  own  area,.  A more 
correct , assessment  of  the  situation  wrould  probably  be  in  the  region 
of  2G0  applicants. 

Action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act  to  relieve  conditions  brought 
to  light  by  the  Rura,l  Housing  Survey  has  been  very  limited.  However, 
the  time  has  come  to  consider  seriously  the  re-housing  of  tenants 
living  in  unfit  houses,  particularly  v/here  there  are  young  families, 
and  the  demolition  of  those  premises  should  be  enforced  so  that  such 
sub-standard  accommodation  is  elim.inated  from  the  district. 

'Plater  Supplies 

Mr  ^Jhite  points  out  that  815^  of  houses  in  the  district-  have 
supplies  from  public  mhins  and  having  regard  to  the  special  difficulties 
of  a rural  area  v/ith  some  isolated  houses  this  is  a satisfactory  over- 
all picture.  But  there  are  areas  and  there  arc  houses  for  which  the 
position  is  unsatisfactory.  Especially  to  be  noted  are  the  parish  of 
Tockholes  and  the  temporary  or  semi  permanent  structures  in  Haggs  Hall 
Fields.  There  are  other  individual  houses  or  small  groups  of  houses  also 
without  mains  supplies.  But  the  natural  difficulties  are  very  great. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  our  infectious  disease  records  shov/  no  serious 
results  but  the  possibilities  are  dangerous  enough.  A.t  the  same  time 
one  cannot  see  that  it  is  practicable  to  bring  me, ins  supplies  at  any 
reasonable  cost  to  some  of  these  places.  For  some  of  them  a piped 
supply  is  as  impracticable  as  it  would  be  in  a desert  or  on  a mountain 
top  and  really  the  difficulty  is  in  the  "nature  of  things'.' 

H a tional  Assistance  Act,  194S 

Ho  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  under  section  47  of  this  act. 

Local  Health  Services' 


The  Public  Health  Services  provided  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
are  controlled  locally  by  Livisional  Health  Com.mittees  composed  of  local 
representatives.  The  School  Health  Services  are  controlled  by  Divisional 
Education  Executives  also  composed  of  local  representatives.  A Divisional 
Medical  Officer  operates  both  the  County  Council's  Public  Health 
Services  and  the  School  Medical  Services,  and  is  responsible  to  the 
residue  Live  Executives.  Blackburn  Rurs,!  District  lies  in  Health  Division 
No.  5. 


Mvisiona.1  Medico.l  Officers 

R.  C.  Webster,  B.Sc.,  M.D.,  D.P.H. , D.C.H. 

Offices  s 19,  St  James'  Stx-eet,  Accri  rgtnn . TeT  . Ace-ririgtnn, '^/1223 
Assistant  Divisional  Medical  Officers 


A.  M.  M.  Parker,  M.B. , Ch.B.,  D.P.H. , D.T.M.  &;M. 

I'A.  J.  Done  Ian,  IvMB.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

C.  Royle , M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.C.H. 

The  During  Staff  includes  Health  Visitors,  School  Nurses,  Midw'ives 
a.nd  District  Nurses.  In  addition,  there  are  the  specially  qualified 
Matrons  and  Nursing  Staffs  of  Day  Nurseries. 

Services  operated  by  No.  5*  Divisional  Health  Com.mittee  includes 
Ambulances,  Clinics  (Ante-natal,  Child  Welfare).  School  (Minor  Ailment) 
(AT-iricR,  Dental  Clinics,  Orthopaedic  Clinics,  Ophthalmic  Clinics,  Ear, 
Nose  and  Throat  Clinics,  'J.V.R.  (Artifici<al  sunlight  ) Clinics, 
Immunisation  minios,  Child  Cuida.nce  Clinics. 
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The  provision  of  clinics  for  a rural  area  present  special 
difficulties.  In  areas  with  scattered  populations  there  obviously  are 
problems  in  providing  a full  service. 

Ambulances  and  Sitting  Cars.  This  service  is  provided  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  ?7ithout  charge.  Residents  in  Blackburn 
Rural  District  are  served  by  Blackburn  County  Borough /imbulances 
(by  an  arrangement  betv/een  the  County  Council  and  Blackburn  )EXCEPT 
certain  parishes 

(a)  Tockholes,  Yate  & Pickup  Bank  are  served  by  the  County 
Ambulance  Service  from  Darv/en, 

(b)  Billington  is  served  by  the  County  Ambulance  Service 
from  Great  Harwood. 

Tel.  Nos.  Blackburn  44130  Dar?;en  48  or  694 
Great  Harwood.  3294* 

Ante -Natal  Clinics.  Those  most  conveniently  situated  for 
residents  in  Blackburn  Rural  District  are  held  at ; - 

Darv/en  (Civic  Health  Centre,  Union  Street) 

Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Friday  mornings  and  Wednesday  afternoons 

Oswald tT/ist^e  (ll9  Union  Road) 

Fridaj^  afternoons. 

Clayton-le-Moors  (c/o  Town  Hall) 

Alternate  Friday  afternoons. 

Rishton  (108  High  Street) 

Wednesday  mornings. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics.  Those  most  conveniently  situated  for 
residents  in  Blackburn  Rural  District  are  held  at ; - 

Feniscowles  (Methodist  Church  room) 

Tuesday  afternoons. 

Whalley  (Methodist  School) 

Monday  afternoons 

Darwen  (Civic  Health  Centre,  Union  Street) 

Monday  and  Thursday  afternoons. 

Clayton-le-Moors  (c/o  Town  Hall) 

Alternate  Wednesday/  afternoons. 

Church  (Baptist  School,  Ernest  Street) 

Thursda-y  afternoons. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinics.  Those  most  conveniently  situated  for 
residents  in  Blackburn  Rural  District  are  held  at;- 

Lord  Street  Blackburn 

1st  Wednesday  each  month,  2 p.m. 

Rishton  (108  High  Street) 

Monday  and  Friday  mornings. 

Oswaldtwis tie  (II9  Union  Road) 

Monday  and  Thursday  mornings. 

Darv/en  (Civic  Health  Centre,  Union  Street) 

Monday  to  Friday  mornings  and  afternoons. 

All  schools  are  regularly  inspected  by  a Medical  Officer  so  far  as 
staff  shortages  allow. 

Immunisations  are  carried  out  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  at 
Lord  Street,  Blackburn  on  tho  first  Wednesday  in  the  month  from  2 p.m. 

Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic,  U.V.R.  (Artificial  sunlight).  Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat,  Child  Guidance,  examinations  and  treatments  - children  are  first 


seen  at  Child  Y/elfare  or  School  (Minor  Ailments)  Clinics  or  at  School 
Inspections,  and  the  appropriate  arrangements  are  made. 

Dental  Clinics,  Normally  these  are  held  at  Lord  Street,  Blackhurn 
in  the  mornings  and  afternoons  of  the  first  Tuesday  in  the  month,  hut 
are  temporarily  susj>ended  for  lack  of  a Dental  Officer. 

District  Nurses; 


Miss  E.  Blundell,  10  Jersey  Street,  Livesey.  Tel . Blackhurn  49415 

Miss  F.I.  Grundy,  District  ITurses  Home,  Branch  Road, Mellor. Tel. Mellor  515 

Miss  M.  I.  Lytle,  19  Calder  Avenue,  Billington.  Tel  Whalley  5115* 

(The  District  ITurses  from  Daruen  cover  Tockholes,  Yate  & Pickup  Bank.) 

Midv/ives  ; 


Miss  F.  I.  Grundy,  (for  address  and  'phone  number  see  above) 

Miss  M.  I.  Lytle,  ( " " " ) 

(The  Iviidwives  from  Darwen  cover  Tockholes , Yate  and  Pickup  Bank  & Livesey 

Day  Nurseries.  Application  for  admission  may  he  made  by  letter  to  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer,  at  19  St  Ja,m.es'  Street  Accrington. 

Hospital  Service.  The  County  Council  has  ITO  control  over  hospitals,  these 
are  administered  by  the  pLegional  Hospital  Board.  In  the  case  of 
admission  to  Maternity  Hospitals  and  Homes,  the  dem.and  is  so  great  that 
as  a rule  only  those  having  their  first  baby  or  those  v/ho  have 
unsuitable  home  circumstances  or  some  medical  reason  making  hospital 
delivery  essential  are  accepted.  The  Hospital  Authorities  request  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  a report  on  these  points  and  on  .this 
report  the  Hospital  Authority  agrees  to  accept  or  decline  to  book  an 
expectant  mother.  The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  is  informed  as  to  the 
facts  by  the  health  visitors  and  midT^rives,  and  from  his  kno¥/ledge  of  the 
medical  facts,  whether  from  his  ovm  or  his  assistants  examination  at 
Ante-ITatal  Clinics,  or  reports  received  from  the  patients'  own  doctor. 

Much  confusion  exists  as  to  hospital  accommodation  for  chronic  cases 
of  illness  often  in  elderly  people.  The  County  Council  has  HO  control 
over  such  admission;  this  is  governed  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

It  has  been  arranged  that  vrith  the  aid  of  a report  from  a Health  Visitor 
the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  will  advise  the  hospital  authority  as  to 
the  degree  of  urgency  in  cases  df  chronic  sickness. 

The  position  as  regards  admission  to  hospitals  for  those  with  mental 
illness  or  mental  defects  is  similar.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
hospital  services  are  operating  under  very  great  difficulties  as  to  staff 
and  buildings  in  the  present  circumstances. 

Home  Helps.  The  CountyCounc il  employs  a whole-time  Supervisor  of  Home 
Helps  and  a number  of  part-time  Helps  have  been  recruited.  V/hen  a Home 
Help  is  required  it  is  necessary  to  make  application  to  the  Divisional 
Health  Office.  This  is  not  a free  service  but  charges  are  made  according 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  applicant. 

Hostels  for  Elderly  People.,  Elderly  persons  v;ho  are  in  noed  of  care  and 
attention  within  the  m^eaning  of  HsHional  Assiste^nce  Act  can  be  provided 
with  residential  accommodation  at  a charge  not  exceeding  80/6d  per  week, 
the  actual  charge  being  based  on  the  applicant's  circumstances.  Steps 
are  being  taken  to  provide  for  accoramiodation.  Application  should  be  made 
to  the  Divisional  Health  Office. 

Blind  Persons  Act.  Those  who  wish  to  apply  for  Blind  Pensions  can  secure 
a specialist  examination. 

Mental  Health.  The  Division  has  two  Duly  Authorised  Officers  and  a woman 
Mental  Health  v/orker  who  make  arrangements  for  the  removal  of  persons 
suffering  from  mental  illness,  to  suitable  hospitals.  Arrangements  are 
made  through  the  patient's  own  doctor. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1952 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1952 
(Population  - Registrar-General's  Estimate),  inid-1952s  15?430) 


Total 

Males 

Femsile 

Live  Births  - Legitimate 

123 

54 

74 

Illegitimate 

7 

4 

3 

Total 

155 

58 

77 

B1 

ackBurn 

R.D.C. 

England 
& Wale.s 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated 
Population,  mid-1952 

CO 

• 

( — I 
( — 1 

15.5 

Still  Births  per  l^GOO  of  estimated 

Population.  0.15  0.35 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimatod 

Population  11.1  llt3 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  - 


Puerperal  and  post-ahor tive  sepsis  Nil 

Other  maternal  causes  Ilil 

Total  maternal  mortality  ITil 

Death  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births  llil 


Death  Ro.te  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  - 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  Births  44 

Legitimate  infajits  per  1,000  legitimate  live  Births  4^ 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  Births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Ca-ncer  (all  ages)  20 

Deaths  from  Moasles  (all  tiges)  ITil 

Deaths  from  'Vhooping  Cough  (all  a„gcs)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Dnarrhoea  (binder  2 years  of  age)  Nil 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Cau 

GGs  of  Death 

Males 

Pem.ales 

^ ’i"  0 

i • J 0 cl . 

All 

Cauces 

85 

66 

151 

1. 

Tuherculosis  of  respiratory  system 

2 

- 

2 

2. 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

1 

- 

1 

® 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

- 

- 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Who  0 p ing  C ough 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

li  0 n big  0 c 0 coal  Infections 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Ileaslc  s 

- 

- 

- 

9: 

Other  Infective  Disea-ses 

- 

- 

- 

lb. 

Malignant  neoulacm  stom.ach 

1 

4 

5 

11. 

" " lung 

- 

1 

1 

12. 

" " breast 

- 

2 

2 

13. 

" " uterus 

- 

3 

■3 

14. 

" " others 

7 

2 

9 

• 

1 — I 

Leukaemia 

- 

- 

- 

16. 

Diabe  tes 

- 

- 

- 

17. 

Lesions  of  Hervous  System 

11 

9 

20 

18. 

Corono-ry  Disease,;  A^ina 

18 

7 

25 

19. 

Hypertension  v;ith  Heart  Disease 

1 

1 

2 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disea,ses 

17 

13 

30 

21. 

Other  Circuls-tory  Diseases 

1 

5 

6 

22. 

Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

23. 

Pneumonia 

5 

2 

•n 

1 

24. 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

4 

25. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

26  . 

Ulcor  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea 

- 

- 

- 

28, 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

- 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasic:,  of  prostate 

2 

- 

2 

30. 

P0^gnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortions 

- 

- 

- 

31  . 

GongGnito.1  Malformations 

2 

1 

3 

32. 

Other  Diseases 

5 

10 

15 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

1 

- 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

35. 

Suicide 

4 

2 

6 

36. 

Homicide 

- 

- 

- 
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NOTII’ICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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Tuberculosis 


ITEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1952. 


Ago  Periods 


Years 


0-1 
1 - 5 
5-10 
10  - 19 
15  - 20 
20  - 25 
25  - 55 
55  - 45 
45  - 55 
55  - 65 

65  and  upv/ards 


New  Cases 


Resp 

M.  F. 


Non-Resp 

M . P . 


Deaths 

Resp  Non-Resp 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


112 


12--- 

12  11- 
31-21 


1 


1 


1 


Totals 


r 
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No  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  which  had  not  been  notified  cane 
to  light. 

New  Housing 

Waiting  List. 

Applicants  to  31st  December,  1952  540 

Local  Authority  Houses. 

Position  at  1st  January,  1952 

Prev^ar  - 80 
Postv/ar  - 160 


Postv/ar  Housing  Programme,  Total  Proposed  Houses  320 

Houses  erected  by  Local  Authority  during  1952  4 

Houses  under  construction  by  Local  Authority  at  end 

of  1952  65 

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 

Postwar  to  January,  1952  56 

Completed  during  1952  12 
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42,  Vfellington  Street,  (St  John's), 


Blackburn . 


I'Tovember.  1953 » 


MR  CHAIRMN  MB  GERTLEIvIER, 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  fourth  Annual  Report  which 
covers  the  work  of  the  Department  for  the  year  1952. 

There  v/as  no  major  change  in  legislation  during  the  year. 

Little  progress  could  be  made  v/ith  regard  to  the  repair  of  unfit 
houses  and  it  has  only  been  possible  to  maintain  houses  wind  and 
watertight.  The  reconditioning  grant  clauses  of  the  Housing  Act 
1949  are  not  obligatory  on  either  owners  or  local  authorities  and 
until  other  legislation  is  introduced  sub-standard  houses  v>rill 
continue  to  deteriorate. 

In  spite  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable  labour  the 
Public  Cleansing  Services  have  not  only  been  maintained  but  the 
frequency  of  refuse  collection  has  been  shortened  from  a fortnightly 
to  a weekly  service  over  most  of  the  area. 

A survey  of  all  farms  for  rodent  infestation  v/as  made  during 
the  year  and  it  was  found  that  for  a rural  area  the  district  was 
remarkably  free  from  serious  infestation. 

I am  grateful  to  the  officials  and  staff  for  the  help  I have 
received  throughout  the  year,  and  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council, 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
encouragement  and  consideration. 


Yours  faithfully. 


G.  R.  WHITE. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 


SAIvTITAHY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supplies 

It  is  pleasing  to  “be  aUle  to  record  that  81^  of  the  dvjelling 
houses  in  this  Rural  District  are  connected  to  a public  mains  supply, 
all  parishes  in  the  area  with  only  one  exception  (i.e.  Tockholes)  have 
public  raains  available.  JOfs  of  the  cottages  in  Tockholes  are  bej’-ond 
repair  or  improvement  at  reasonable  cost  and  the  parish  is  so 
undulating  and  sparsely  populated  that  the  cost  of  supplying  public  mains 
water  would  be  prohibitive. 

The  supply  of  T/ater  to  the  parish  of  Mellor  has  for  a number  of 
years  been  undertaken  by  a private  water  company.  The  ’water  was 
obtained  from  boreholes  and  was  supplemented  by  water  from  the  Preston 
Rural  District.  The  water  mains  of  that  undertaking  v/ere  badly  furred 
and  pr^sure  was  so  low  that  at  times  of  the  day  no  water  was  available 
over  most  of  the  parish.  In  1951  fhe  Council  replaced  the  old  mains 
and  extended  the  area  of  supply  so  as  to  cover  most  of  the  parish  of 
Mellor  and  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Ramsgreave  not  already  provided 
with  mains  water.  A boosting  plant  was  installed  so  as  to  give 
adequate  presuro  over  the  v/hole  area.  The  Mellor  Water  Company  ceased 
to  operate  in  December  1951  during  1952,  31^  houses  were  connected 

to  the  nev/  mains.  This  represents  100^  of  the  houses  within  reasonable 
distance  of  the  mains  and  in  no  case  was  it  neccesary  for  statutory 
action  to  enforce  a connection. 

Routine  sampling  of  v/ater  from  public  mains  is  carried  out  and 
occasional  chocks  are  made  of  wells  supplying  private  dv/ellings.  During- 
the  year  9 samples  of  water  from  public  mains  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  analysis  and  all  v/ore  satisfactory.  12  samples  of  water 
from  private  supplies  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis  and 
of  these  11  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  In  these  cases  owners 
were  asked  to  provide  piped  supplies,  instal  chlorinating  equipment  or 
carry  out  repairs  to  v/ells. 

1 sample  of  mains  \Tater  v/as  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
Chemical  Examination.  The  source  of  means  supply  is  upland  surface 
and  the  water  is  acid  in  reaction.  Where  lead  service  pipes  are 
installed  the  amount  of  lead  in  the  v/ater  is  considerably  more  than  the 
usually  accepted  maximum  limit  for  a potable  v/ator . During  heavy  rains 
in  the  collecting  areas  the  water  supply  is  heavily  discoloured  with 
peat  and  oilier  matter  in  suspension. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 


There  are  seven  separate  Sewage  Disposal  v;orks  in  the  area  serving 
the  major  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Livesey,  Billington,  Pleasington  and 
V/ilpshire  and  parts  of  Salesbury,  Clayton-le-Dalc , Eccleshill  and 
Balderstone.  Langho  Colony  is  also  served  by  those  works.  The  method 
of  treatment  adopted  is  by  prelimina.ry  sedimentation,  septic  tanks  and 
sprinkler  filtration  or  by  la.nd  irrigation. 

A comprehensive  scheme  for  extensions  and  now  sewage  disposal  works 
costing  £150,000  v/hich  v/as  prepared  by  the  Council's  Consultant 
Engineer  has  been  approved  in  principle  by  the  Council, 

Billington  etc.  Sewage  Scheme. 

The  sewers  and  5 sewage  works  which  serve  the  parishes  of  Billington 
and  V/ilpshirc  are  considerably  overloaded.  A combined  scheme  for  the 
rosewering  of  this  area  and  for  the  scv/ering  of  the  parishes  of  Clayton- 
le-Dalo  and  Salesbury  has  been  prepared.  The  scheme  provides  for  the 
abandonment  of  the  3 sev/erage  works  arid  the  construction  of  a new  works 
and  the  estimated  cost  is  £(^(^,000. 
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This  scheme  |,as  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  hut  having  regard 
to  the  ban  on  national  expenditure  no  action  has  been  taken  to  sanction 
the  proposals.  All  further  housing  development  in  this  area  is  at  a 
standstill , 

Mellor  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Ministry  approval  has  been  obtained  to  Stage  1 of  the  Council's 
re-sewering  scheme  for  Mellor.  The  complete  scheme  is  estimated  at 
£.26,500  and  the  Contract  for  Stage  1 is  now  proceeding  at  a cost  of 
£7,750 

Stage  2 of  the  Mellor  ro-sewering  scheme  provides  for  low-ga?  level 
sewers,  a pumping  station  and  rising  mains  to  serve  the  Mellor  Brook 
area.  This  part  of  the  schorao  has  been  deferred  for  the  time  being 
on  account  of  goverment  policy  respecting  capital  expenditure. 

Eccleshill  Sewerage  Scheme. 

A Ministry  Inquiry  was  held  on , the  l6th  July,  1952  to  examine 
the  Council's  proposals  for  the  abandonment  of  the  Eccleshill 
disposal  works,  the  provision  of  pump  house  and  rising  main  so  as  to 
discharge  all  sev/age  to  the  works  of  the  Darwen  Corporation. 

Stage  2 of  this  scheme  provides  for  the  sewering  of  the  Council's 
proposed  Housing  Estate  (50  Houses)  and  other  properties  in  the 
vicinity  of  Johnson  Road,  Eccleshill  has  now  been  received. 

Public  Cleansing  Service 


Public  Cleansing  in  this  area  has  travelled  far  along  the  road 
of  progress  since  the  year  1959*  The  changes  that  have  taken  place 
from  the  conversion  of  privy  middens,  scavenging  of  parishes  by 
local  farmers  using  horse  drawn  carts  and  giving  infrequent  collections 
have  resulted  in  a more  frequent  and  hygienic  service  which  the 
public  at  large  enjoy  today. 

It  has  become  a service  from  which  one  receives  more  regular 
attention  than  any  other,  yet  v/he never  there  is  an  unavoidable  rand 
temporary  cessation  of  activities,  due  more  often  to  lack  of 
suitable  labour  than  to  breakdowns,  the  public  are  quick  to  complain. 
V/ithin  the  last  twelve  months  the  Council  have  changed  the  fortnightly 
collection  of  house  refuse  to  a weekly  collection  yet  on  the  fev; 
occasions  of  Bank  Holidays  complaints  are  received  that  bins  have  not 
been  emptied  for  twco  weeks.  It  is  easy  to  criticise  a public  service 
but  the  dustmans  job  is  not  a.  happy  one  and  the  difficulties  of  working, 
exposed  to  all  conditions  of  adverse  weather,  must  bo  borne  in  mind. 

During  1951  with  improvement  in  wages  and  a worsening  of  employment 
in  the  textile  trade,  it  was  easy  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Scavenging 
Service.  In  1952  hov?ever  v/ith  fuller  employment,  it  ?/as  difficult 
to  find  men  willing  to  take  on  this  work.  The  collection  and  disposal 
of  refuse  and  nightsoil  is  hard  and  uncongenial  work  necessitating  the 
employment  of  men  of  good  physique. 

Refuse  Collection 


The  Council  have  two  Dennis,  side  loading  refuse  waggons,  the 
oldest  being  purchased  in  I94Q,  the  Y/ork  of  the  department  is 

assisted  by  a Ford  Thames  truck.  AI4  wagons  are  v/orked  to  capacity. 

Toward  the  end  of  1952  the  Council  inslituted  a weekly  collection 
in  all  the  most  populated  parts  of  the  area  in  lieu  of  a fortnightly 
collection.  The  change  was  made  without  the  employment  of  additional 
men  a,nd  resulted  in  reduced  mileage  of  vehicles. 

7 contracts  Y/ith  private  collectors  involving  I55  houses  aro'still 
in  operation  in  scattered  localities.  In  all  these  cases  roads  are  so 
bad  that  they  are  only  travorsrable  by  farm  tractors. 
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Refuse  Disposal 


For  a number  of  years  refuse  v;as  disposed  of  by  crude  dumping  in 
several  disused  quarries  all  of  which  became  infested  by  insects  and 
rats.  There  are  nov;  only  two  refuse  tips  in  use  and  a system  of 
controlled  tipping  is  in  operation.  Occasionally  farm^ers  are  assisted 
by  the  in-filling  of  pits  and  levelling  of  land.  Obtaining  covering 
material  for  tips  continues  to  be  a source  of  v/orry  and  the  hand  loading 
of  soil  and  ashes  is  slow  and  hard  work.  Soil  in  sufficient  quantities 
is  at  times  almost  unobtainable,  but  ashes  are  collected  from  factory 
furnaces  in  the  area. 

■The  composition  of  ho^^'refuse  in  the  last  winter  has  someTdiat 
changed  due  to  the  fixing  of  slow  combustion  fires  and  the  use  of  nutty’ 
slack.  The  rcs'idue  from  the  grates  of  'all  night'  burning  fires  is  put 
into  the  dustbin  red  hot  and  is  a potential  fire  hazard  on  refuse  tips. 


iTightsoil  Collection  and  Disposal 


Collection  of  Nightsoil  is  carried  out  v/eekly  from  597  houses 
scattered  throughout  the  whole  of  the  district,  and  disposal  is  by 
dumping  in  a lagoon  on  a farm.  The  nightsoil  is  composted  with  flue 
dust  and  strav/  and  after  about  6 months  v/eathering,  it  is  spread  on  the 
land . 

Nightsoil  is  collected  in  a wooden  tank  in  the  body  of  a refuse- 
collection  vehicle  and  frequent  complaints  are  made  of  the  nuisance 
from  smell  and  splashing.  The  depot  \7here  the  tank  is  kept  also  has  an 
unpleasant  odour.  T/hen  the  time  comes  for  the  renewal  of  this  tank 
if  not  before,  considera.t ion  should  be  given  to  the  purchase  of  a 
cesspool  emptier,  v/ith  nightsoil  atta,chraent,  so  as  to  provide  a more 
hygienic  system  of  collection  and  disposal. 

In  order  to  onco'urage  property  owners  to  convert  pail  closets 
to  water  closets,  and  so  reduce  the  num.ber  to  be  emptied,  the  Council 
have  increased  the  grant  to  half  the  cost  of  the  work  not  exceeding 


Salvaged  Materials 


In  pre-war  years  our  friend  the  dustbin  served  its  purpose 
admirably  by  keeping  under  its  lid  those  things  the  householder  desired 
to  discard.  Since  1959  there  has  been  a complete  reversal  in  the  value 
of  the  material  handled  by  the  cleansing  department.  That  which  was  waste 
and  fit  only  for  destruction  is  now  often  raw  material  of  immense  value. 
These  values  can  be  reckoned  in  ha,rd  cash  as  can  be  seen  from  the  revenue 
for  the  year  1952  which  totalled  £1,7T7*  All  this  was  obtained  in 
spite  of  a serious  drop  in  prices  and  the  refusal  of  mills  to  take  waste 
paper  above  fixed  quotas.  In  order  to  obtain  maximum  prices  and  the 
disposal  of  as  much  waste  paper  as  possible  salvage  efforts  were  diverted 
to  the  collection  of  container  waste  rather  than  mixed  waste  paper. 

Again  efforts  v/cre  concentrated  on  the  maximum  collection  of  scrap  iron. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  salvage  table  51  tons  of  scrap  iron  were 
collected  as  compared  with  59  tons  in  1951  ^ad  little  or  nothing  in 
the  prooeoding  years.  During  the  year  1952,  203  tons  of  salvage  were 
sold  as  compared  with  2l6  tons  in  1951* 

There  are  80  communal  street  bins  in  various  parts  of  the  district 
for  the  collection  of  kitchen  vmste.  It  is  an  easy  and  economical 
moans  of  bulk  collection  and  it  has  one  good  featuro  in  that  it  reduces 
the  amount  of  putrescible  matter  in  the  dustbins  and  on  the  tips.  The 
bins  are,  however,  far  too  prominent  in  the  public  eye  to  escape  severe 
criticism  and  are  not  very  hygienic. 


Provision  of  Dustbins 


Dustbins  of  a heavy  pattern  are  purchased  by  the  Council  in  bulk 
and  are  resold  to  owners  and  householders  in  the  area.  The  Public 
Health  Act  1936  requires  the  provision  of  a dustbin 
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occupier  and  as  there  is  a right  of  appeal  local  authorities  have 
heon  faced  vith  court  cases.  In  an  attempt  to  settle  these  disputes 
amending  legislation  has  'been  introduced  to  enable  the  court  to  settle 
the  question  as  to  v/ho  shall  provide  the  dustbin.  It  is  doubtful 
v^^ther  this  new  provision  will  materially  assist  local  authorities  in  ■ 
securing  the  provis  on  of  dustbins  and  one  feels  that  it  is  merely  an 
intermediate  stop  towards  an  ultimate  obligation  on  the  local  authority 
to  provide  dustbins  at  the  cost  of  the  general  rate.  Such  a scheme  is 
in  operation  in  many  areas  and  costs  little  more  than  a penny  ra,te. 

The  institution  of  a,  rate  borne  dustbin  provision  scheme  would 
ensure  the  use  of  dustbins  of  an  approved  type  which  would  bo  much  more 
safe  and  easy  to  handle  than  many  dilapidated  and  rusty  bins,  boxes 
or  rainwater  tubs  no'w  in  use. 

Rodent  Control 


A Rodent  Operative  is  employed  on  the  search  for  rats  and  the 
treatment  of  infestations  found.  In  order  to  encourage  the  notification 
of  rat  infestation  by  owners  or  occupiers  of  private  d’jellings,  the 
Council  provide  a free  service  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  reimburse 
50^0  of  the  cost.  A charge  covering  the  whole  of  the  cost  plus  20^ 
for  administrative  purposes  was  made  for  the  work  done  on  business 
premises.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  contributes  a grant  towards 

the  cost  of  sewer  treatment. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  a 
survey  was  made  of  most  of  the  farms  in  the  area.  In  few  instances  were 
there  any  serious  infestation  and  the  farmers  were  approached  by  the 
County  Agricultural  Committee  with  a view  to  arrangomen ts  being  made 
for  treatment. 

Test  baiting  of  sewers  was  carried  out  on  instructions  from  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  This  involes  test  baiting  only 
lO'fo  of  the  manholes  in  the  area  compared  v.'ith  a treatment  of  all  man- 
holes as  previously  undertaken.  It  v/ill  be  seen  from  previous  reports 
that  there  are  about  27O  manholes  in  the  area  smd  about  half  of  these 
have  never  been  and  are  unlikely  to  become  infested  by  rats.  The 
remaining  half  arc  frequently  infested  but  with  test  baiting  only  a 
proportion  of  all  manholes  are  covered.  It  would  therefore  be  possible 
for  some  manholes  to  miss  treatment  for  several  yea,rs  during  which  time 
they  could  become  seriously  infested. 

As  in  previous  years  the  only  locality  where  sewers  are  badly 
infested  is  Cherry  Tree.  This  is  no  doubt  caused  by  old  sewers  and  the 
proximity  of  the  canal  and  industrial  establishments.  The  banks  of  the 
Leeds  and  Liverpool  canal  had  again  become  infested  and  a further 
treatment  was  carried  out. 

TERTS , VARS  AITL  SHSLS 

A survey  of  moveable  dv/ellings  in  the  area  taken  in  1949  revea,led 
104  caravans  5,  all  on  isolated  sites  along  the  banks  of  streams  and 
rivers.  Arising  out  of  this  survey  the  Council  decided  to  secure  the 
deiiiolition  or  removal  of  undesirable  structures  wherever  possible  and  to 
concentrate  the  remaining  modern  trailer  caravans  on  a few  sites.  Site 
standards  wei'o  adopted  by  the  Council  requiring  the  provision  of  proper 
draine.ge , v/ater  supply  and  other  communal  facilities. 

^ ^ was  taken 

Enforcement  action  under  the  To?m  and  Country  j’lanning  Act  against 
all  structures  which  had  been  erected  without  planning  consent.  As  a 
result  of  this  action  34  structures  vrerc  either  demolished  or  removed 
A number  of  a,ppeals  were  made  and  local  inquiries  wove  held  by  the 

Minister  of  Town  a-nd  Country  Planning.  In  only  tv/o  cases  wore  the 
moveable  dwellings  allowed  to  remain  and  even  then  only  for  a limited 
number  of  years.  5 camping  sites  were  licensed  during  the  year  providing 
accommodation  for  45  motor  trailer  caravans.  Each  site  was  brought  up 
to  the  Council's  standard  requirements  before  being  licensed.  12  licenses 
were  issued  in  1952  for  caravans  on  individual  sites - 
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SANITARY  ACSOIfflODATION  AT  SCHOOLS 


There  are  12  schools  in  the  area  and  11  of  these  have  a piped 
supply  of  water  yet . only  6 hgye  ¥;ater  closets.  In  one  case  priv.ies 
viTcre  in  use  and  trough  closets  in  o-nother  instance.  The  remainder 
being  provided  ;vith  pail  closets.  In  1949  the  managers  of  J schools 
were  asked  to  make  improvements  to  the  sanitary  accommiodation  and 
in  2 cases  work  v^as  commenced  in  1952.  In  the  case  where  trough 
closets  are  in  use  no  action  was  taken,  yet  almost  without  exception 
the  children  at  this  school  have  proper  v.^ater  closets  at  their  homes. 

Surely  it  is  of  paramount  im.portance  tha^t  sanitary  conveniences  and 
v/ashing  facilities  at  school  should  be  as  near  perfection  as  possible. 

It  is  during  school  life  that  a child  can  be  trained  and  guided  in  the 
formiing  of  good  habits. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

There  are  12  factory  chimneys  in  the  area  and  in  6 cases  smoke 
observations  were  taken,  5 of  these  showed  excessive  emissions.  For 
several  years  smoke  emissions  have  been  excessive  but  the  nuisances 
created  during  1952  have  not  been  so  flagrant.  There  has  been  some 
improvements  in  the  fuel  supplied  to  the  factories  and  a number  of  mills 
are  in  the  process  of  converting  to  individual  electric  motors. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply. 


Samples  of  milk  wore  tsiken  from  retailers  in  the  area  and  in  2 cases 
out  of  28  the  results  were  unsatisfactory.  Prior  to  1949  failing 
samples  were  investigated  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  usually  the 
cause  wa,s  found.  Now  the  matter  m*ust  be  referred  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  the  District  Council  hears  nothing  further. 

Biologica.l  Examination  of  milk  from  retailers  v/as  continued  but 
no  sam.ples  of  milk  were  ta.ken  from  wholesalers.  4 positive  results 
vreve  notified  by  other  Authorities  of  producers  in  the  district  and 
these  were  reported  to  the  Veterinary  Inspector.  The  sam.pling  of  milk 
from  roiindsmen  is  m.ost  unsatisfactory  because  in  the  case  of  bottled  milk 
bulk  samples  were  not  obtainable  and  it  is  more  than  likely  that  a 
bottle  of  milk  may  be  from  only  one  cow  in  a herd.  In , previous  reports 
reference  has  been  .made  to  the  xmarked  deterioration  in  the  standard 
of  vehicles  used  for  milk  distribution.  If  conditions  have  changed 
during  1952  it  has  been  for  the  worse.  The  days  when  all  dairy  men 
took  pride  in  the  clean  condition  of  their  premises  and  a sm.art 
turnout  of  equipment  and  vehicles  seem  to  have  passed. 

Ice  Cream 


There  are  34  retailers  premises  on  the  Council's  register.  1 
application  for  registration  was  refused  because  the  premises  were  a.lso 
used  for  the  sale  of  petrol  and  1 licence  was  cancelled  - the  premises 
being  used  for  the  sale  of  paraffin. 

Moa,t  Inspection 


Every  effort  was  ma,de  to  inspect  c-ll  the  animo.ls  slaughtered 
withiii  the  district  immediatly  after  slaughter.  Most  of  these  were 
killed  at  a licenced  Slaughterhouse  which  is  attached  to  the  farm 
buildings  of  an  Institution  within  the  District.  Numbers  of  pigp  are 
slaughtered  occasionally  under  Ministry  of  Food  licences  at  various 
farms  and  other  promises. 

It  V7as  not  necessary  to  seize  any  articles  of  food  and  that  which 
was  found  to  be  diseased  or  unsound  was  readily  surrendered  by  the  owners. 

Regular  inspections  v/ere  carried  out  at  Butchers'  premises. 
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other  Pood  preparing  premises. 


Priority  ,Q,f  inspections  has  always  been  given  to  the  preparation 
and  handling  of  Keat^  Ice-Cream  and  Milk  and  few  inspections  could 
be  made  to  restaurant  kitchens,  wayside  cafes  and  other  food  premises. 
The  Council  have  adopted  byelaws  to  secure  sanitary  and  cleanly 
conditions  and  practices  in  connection  with  the  handling,  v/rapping 
and  delivery  of  food'  a.nd  these  byelaws  came  into  force  in  1950. 


SAMPLING  OF  MILK 


Cleanliness  Test 
Raw  Milk 
Pasteurised 
Biological  Tests 
Raw  Milk 


28  Samples 
Milk  7 " 

- Tuberculosis 

27  Samples 


26  Satisfactory 

7 " 

27  Negative 


2 Unsatisfactory 
Nil  " 

Nil  Positive. 


SAMPLING  OF  ICE-CREAM 

Total 

Grade  '^i)  I7  + 3 Repeat  Sa.mples  - 20 

Satisfactory 

Grade  \,ii-)  6 + 1 Repeat  Sample  - 7 


Grade  (iii)  3 

Grade  (iv)  1 

In  all  4 unsatisfactory  reports 
advjoc  was  given  repeat  samples  v/ere 


Unsat is fac  tory 

it  v/ill  be  seen  that  after 
sati sf ac  tory . 
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NUMBER  OP  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  I.IABE  DURING 
THE  YEAR  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  SANITARY 
AND  OTHER  WORK 


Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act  265 
Inspections  under  the  Housing  Act  12 
Inspections  and  revisits  to  Moveable  Dwellings  126 
Visits  to  Infectious  Disease  Cases  34 
Roons  Disinfected  21 
Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Sampling  47 
Inspections  of  Slaughter  Houses  56 
Inspections  of  Meat  Shops  13 
Inspections  of  Bakehouses  17 
Inspections  of  Provisions  Shops  1 
Inspections  of  Pried  Pish  Shops  7 
Inspections  of  Ice-Cream  Premises  60 
Inspections  of  Restaurant  Kitchens  26 
Inspections  of  Factories  (other  than  Bakehouse)  11 
Inspections  of  Schools  15 
Inspections  in  connection  with  Scavenging  Schemes  3343 
Inspection  of  Drains  205 
Inspections  in  connection  with  Water  Supplies  84 
Samples  of  vv-ator  taken  for  Analysis  21 
Inspections  under  Petroleum  Acts  23 
Inspections  in  connection  with  rodent  control  112 
Smoke  Observations  8 
Other  visits  interviewing  owners,  etc.  214 


Total  4721 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND 

CONDEMNED 

Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

& Lambs 

Pigs 

Cows 

Number  killed 

- 

20 

45 

90 

17 

Number  inspected 

- 

20 

45 

90 

17 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 


V/hole  carcases 

condemned  - 1-31 

Carcases  o f v/h  i c h 
Gom.e  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  - 10  - 24  - 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  -with  disease 
other  than 

tuberculosis  - 55'/^  - 30^  6^ 


Tuberculosis  only 

V/hole  carcases 

condemned  - 2 1 - - 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  - 10  - - 4 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

tuberculosis  - 60^  2^  - 24fo 
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HOUSING  INSPECT IONS 

Inspection  of  dv/e  I ling -houses  during  the  year 

Total  nunher  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Act)  125 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  173 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 
1925  to  1932  12 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  12 

Number  of  dwell ing-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  bo  unfit 
for  human  habitation.  3 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  ,to 
under  the  proceeding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
ill  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  43 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices  ;- 

Number  of  defective  dv^e lling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
seqence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  40 

Action  of  statutory  powers  during  the  years- 

(a)  Proceeding  under  section  9jl0  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936s- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  not  ices s- 

(a)  By  Ovmer 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  ov/ners  • 3 

(b)  Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Actss- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  whiohr 

notices  v/ere  served  requiring  defects  to  be  ^ 
remediedi-  43 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices s- 

( a ) By  Owne  r 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  57 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV.  Overcrowding : - 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  ovorcro\7ded  at  the  end  of 

the  year.  Hil 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dY/elling  therein  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrov/ding  reported  during 

the  year.  ITil 
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RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY 


The  survey  of  v>rorking  class  dwelling  was  completed  in  1948  and 
the  following  are  the  complete  figures  for  the  survey 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  ( all  classes  ) 3509 

at  31st  Lecomher,  1947 

No.  of  v;orking  class  houses  2673 

°/o  of  total  inspected 


No.  of  working  class  houses s-  i 

1.  fit  in  all  respects  295  11.04 

2.  requiring  minor  repairs  847  31*69 

3.  requiring  structural  alteration  757  27*57 

4*  occupied  hy  agriculture,!  workers 

and  requiring  structural  alterations  343  12.83 

5.  unfit  for  habitation  451  16.87 

No.  of  ?7orking  class  houses  about  which  free  circulation  of  air 

is  retarded  462 

No.  with  inadequate  through  or  cross  ventalation  77 

No.  which  are  badly  lighted  777 

No.  with  insufficient  height  in  the  rooms  443 

No.  not  connected  to  a Public  sewer  834 

No.  not  having  a fresh  water  closet  8O7 

No.  without  sufficient  T/ashing  accomoda.t ion  673 

No.  without  sufficient  cooking  accomodation  109 

No.  without  an  adequate  pantry  1712 

No,  with  insanitary  or  defective  sink  286 

No,  not  having  a Public  vmter  supply  laid  on  505 

No.  not  having  a piped  supply  of  hot  water  IO6I 

No.  not  having  a fixed  bath  1357 

No.  being  in  unsatisfactory  state  of  repair  842 

No.  showing  dampness  within  the  house  1485 

No.  not  having  adequa,te  system  of  artificial  lighting  259 


No.  not  having  separate  access  from  staircase  or  landing  for 

each  bedroom  304 

No.  of  ovGrcrov;ded  houses  (total,  years  1945-1948)  25 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


From 


Parish. 

Prom  Public 

A 

Mains  _ 

Private 

/ 

supplies 

' Direct  to 
houses 

No  of  No  of 
dwelling  popul- 
houses  ation 

By  means 
of  standpipe 

No  of  No  of 

dwelling  popul- 
houses  ation 

e.g,  wells, 
springs  etc. 

No  of  No  of 

dwelling  popul- 
houses  ation 

1.  Balderstone 

80 

295 

- 

- 

35 

122 

2*  Billington 

658 

2536 

- 

- 

90 

315 

3.  Clayton-le-Dale 

1T6 

650 

- 

•- 

21 

75 

4.  Dinckley 

22 

81 

- 

- 

4 

14 

5.  Eccleshill 

80 

297 

- 

- 

22 

73 

6,  Livesey 

770 

2832 

- 

- 

94 

329 

7.  Me 11 or 

347 

1272 

4 

14 

57 

199 

8.  Osbaldeston 

49 

179 

- 

- 

10 

35 

9.  Pleasington 

122 

455 

- 

- 

54 

188 

10.  Ramsgreave 

235 

852 

- 

- 

41 

143 

11.  Salesbury 

110 

401 

- 

- 

9 

31 

12,  Tockholes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

140 

5O8 

15.  Wilpshire 

334 

1231 

- 

- 

50 

105 

14.  Yate  & Pickup  B. 

ank  30 

116 

- 

- 

83 

291 

Total 

2991 

10997 

4 

14 

690 

2426 

Whole  District 


SAiTITARY  ACCOMMODATION  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


Privy  Middens  Lil 
Pail  Closets  597 
Ashpits 

No.  of  houses  with  Fresh  Water  Closets  5087 
No.  of  houses  with  V/aste  Water  Closets  72 
No.  of  houses  with  Moveable  Ashbins  3515 
Pail  Closets  converted  into  Fresh  V/ater  Closets  48 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Sewer  Maintainance  Treatment 


First  Half  Year 

(zinc  Phospide  and  Sausage  Rusk) 

129  manholes  Laited. 

19  maholes  sho?/ing  preLait  take 
0 raa^nholes  shov/ing  complete  take 

Second  Half  Year 

( Arsenic  and  Bread  Mash) 

39  manholes  halted 
7 manholes  showing  prebait  take 
4 manholes  showing  complete  take. 


Prevention 

of  Damage  by  Pests 

Act  f 

1949 

Report 

for  the  Year  1952 

0 

Local  Authority 
Properties 

Agricul 

Dwelling  tural 
Houses  Premises 

i 

Business!  Tot 

Premises  als 

1 

No. of  properties  in 
distric  t 

18 

3267 

352 

236 

3872 

No.  of  properties 
inspected. 

(a)  As  a result  of  comp 
laint 

3 

41 

2 

12 

58 

(b)  Routine  inspections 

20 

33 

240 

36 

529 

No  found  infested  by  rats 

(a)  Major  infestation 

- 

- 

16 

24 

40 

(b)  Minor  " 

18 

30 

5 

13 

66 

No  found  seriously 
infested  'by  mice 

3 

25 

- 

6 

34 

No.  of  infested  premises 
treated  by  Council. 

21 

54 

3 

43 

121 

Pulolic  Cleansing 


The  following 

figures  summarise  the 

amount  of 

refuse 

collected 

hy  direct  lahour  and  contractors  during 

the  years- 

Visits  to  , 

Pans 

Bins 

Loads 

T. 

C . 

Q. 

Premises 

Empt ied 

Empt ied 

Estimated 

151,057 

56,829 

94,228 

1698 

3487 

17 

- 

Salvage 

The  follov^-ing 

weights  of 

salvaged  materials  were  collected  and 

sold  during  the  years- 

Materials 

Quantity 

Value 

T. 

C.  Q. 

Lhs 

£ 

s 

d 

Paper 

89 

2 5 

- 

1067 

3 

3 

Kitchen  \¥a,ste 

52 

10 

- 

165 

12 

10 

Textiles 

6 

3 

- 

145 

12 

10 

Copper 

- 

2 1 

26 

17 

8 

9 

Scrap  Iron 

51 

11  1 

- 

205 

8 

9 

Brass  and  Zinc 

- 

1 2 

14 

6 

18 

2 

Aluminium 

- 

4 

- 

15 

17 

5 

Lead 

- 

1 1 

16 

6 

9 

7 

Bottles  and  Jars 

3 

3 2 

16 

20 

4 

- 

Carria,ge  on  Paper 

44 

11 

7 

Carriage  on  Kitchen 

Was  te 

22 

5 

4 

Total 

205 

1 

15 

1717 

12 

6 

Profit  on  Dusthins 
for  the  Year 

6 

4 

- 

£1723 

16 

6 

- 25 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  I'lEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1952  FOR 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OP  BLACKBURN  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP  LANCASTER 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 

inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


> 

1 Number  of 

T 

1 

Premises 

(1) 

M/c 

line 

No 

(2) 

Number 

on 

Register 

( 3) 

1 

1 

1 Inspection 

(4) 

VYritten 

notices 

(5) 

i 

Occupiers 
prose  cut  e d 

(6). 

M/c 

line 

1 ^ 

U'J  0 • 

(7) 

(i)Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2,394  and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

1 

19 

12 

1 

1 

( ii )Pactori es  not  included  in(i) 
to  which  Section  7 applies 

(a)  subject  to  the  local 
Authorities  (transfer  of 
Enforcement)  Order,  I938 

(b)  Others 

2 

42 

13 

2 

2 

(iii)Other  Premises  under  the 

Act  (excluding  out-workers 
premises ) 

3 

3 

3 

1 

i 

1 

3 

TOTAL 

64 

28 

1 

2 ! 

i 

I 

2.  CASES  IN  Y/HICH  DEFECTS  ’’/YERE  POUND 


Particulars 


(1) 


M/c 
iline 
lo . 


(2) 


V/ant  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature. 

( S . 3 ) I 

Inadequate  venti  lation(S^7)  ^ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences( S . 7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  10 

(c)Not  separate  for  sexes  11 

Other  offences(not  including 
offences  relating  to  | 12 

Home  -?7ork  


TOTAL  60 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were  ins- 
tituted 

(7) 

1 

1 

M/c 

line 

No . 

(8) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Ref  ( 
To  H.M 
Inspec 
tor 

(5) 

irred 
.By  H.M. 
Inspec 
tor 

(6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

2 

2 

- 

- 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

3 

— 

2 

— 

- 

1 

— 

, ,L  ,■ 

60 
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